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1
ELECTRONIC CIRCUIT FOR CHARGING
AND HEATING A BATTERY

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to electronic circuits, and more par-
ticularly to an electronic circuit for charging and heating a
battery.

BACKGROUND

Battery-operated systems may operate as battery-operated
sub-systems operating within larger battery-operated sys-
tems. One example includes an automobile. An automobile
relies on a battery for its electrical power. The automobile
may include electronic systems that also rely on their own
battery for electrical power. Such electronic systems may be
built into the automobile, or optionally added after the auto-
mobile has been assembled. The battery may be added to
power the battery-powered sub-system to avoid overloading
the main system battery, or to be able to provide the sub-
system as optional equipment that is added later.

Certain military vehicles use doors that have layers of
armor built in to withstand enemy fire and other combat
environment hazards. The armor adds a substantial amount of
weight to the door often making them difficult for a user to
open or close the vehicle doors. Powered door systems may
be added to such doors to provide a powered mechanism to
assist in opening or closing the doors. Such powered mecha-
nisms may include an electric motor (such as a DC motor), a
hydraulic drive, or a pneumatic drive.

The powered door systems may be controlled by an elec-
tronic controller. The electronic controller and the powered
mechanism may use the military vehicle’s battery as a source
of power. However, this may overload the vehicle battery. A
secondary battery may be added to power powered door sys-
tem. In battery powered systems, such as a military vehicle,
that include a battery-powered sub-system, such as the pow-
ered door system, the primary battery may be connected to the
secondary battery to enable charging the secondary battery.

The connection between the batteries may need to be con-
trolled, and the secondary batteries may need to be suffi-
ciently recharged. A controller may be used to switch the
batteries into different modes for charging and for providing
power.

In some applications, such as in military vehicles, the bat-
teries may be subjected to extreme conditions that may affect
the battery performance. For example, military vehicles may
operate in extreme cold. Some batteries perform better than
others at low temperatures. For example, low energy density
lead-acid batteries perform better at low temperatures than
higher energy density batteries. However, because lead-acid
batteries have a low and relatively fixed energy density, their
size is directly related to their capacity. As a result, the size of
lead-acid batteries increases as their capacity increases. For
certain applications, the size of lead-acid batteries can
become prohibitively large.

High energy density batteries are alternatives to lead-acid
batteries. Because of the high energy density in these batter-
ies, similar capacities can be achieved in smaller sizes. Such
high energy density batteries include: nickel metal hydride
(NiMH) batteries; nickel-cadmium (NiCd) batteries; and
lithium-ion (L-ion) batteries. However, these high energy
density batteries do not perform well atlow temperatures, and
experience performance degradation much faster than their
lead-acid counterparts. As a result of these space and tem-
perature requirements, it is desirable to have a high energy
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density battery that can maintain a reasonable power output at
low temperatures. One solution is to heat the high-density
batteries.

There are several known methods of heating the battery.
The battery may be heated by external power dissipated in an
external enclosure—heating blanket. This method requires a
source of external energy, which may not be available. In
addition this method is not energy efficient, because some of
the energy is dissipated into the environment. The battery
may be heated by charging, which also requires an external
energy source. The battery may also be heated by alternative
current, which may circulate almost lossless between the
battery and an energy tank—inductor, or between two batter-
ies via energy mediator—also inductor. These two methods
require much less energy to warm the battery, because the
actual warming is happening inside the battery by chemical
reaction during charging and discharging. The necessity of
self-heating mode may arrive, when no other source of energy
besides the battery itself is available. Those skilled in the art
will know that a self-warmed battery performs much better
than a cold battery, even if the battery has wasted part of its
charge on warming.

Accordingly, there is a need for a way to efficiently charge
and heat a battery in battery-operated systems that include
battery-operated sub-systems.

SUMMARY

In view of the above, an electronic circuit is provided. The
electronic circuit is coupled between two batteries. A plural-
ity of mode control switches are configured to set the elec-
tronic circuit to operate in one of a plurality of charging and
heating modes. The electronic circuit includes a plurality of
switch and diode pairs, each switch and diode pair including
a diode connected across an output of an electronic switch.
The electronic switch has a trigger connected to a control
signal. An inductor is connected to the plurality of switch and
diode pairs. The electronic circuit is configured to operate in
the plurality of charging and heating modes according to the
states of the mode control switches and the control signals
applied to the switch and diode pairs. The switch and diode
pairs are triggered on and off to either charge the inductor or
operate the inductor as a current source for charging and
heating the batteries in accordance with the charging and
heating modes.

Those skilled in the art will appreciate that the features
mentioned above and those yet to be explained below can be
used not only in the respective combinations indicated, but
also in other combinations or in isolation, without leaving the
scope of the present invention.

Other devices, apparatus, systems, methods, features and
advantages of the invention will be or will become apparent to
one with skill in the art upon examination of the following
figures and detailed description. It is intended that all such
additional systems, methods, features and advantages be
included within this description, be within the scope of the
invention, and be protected by the accompanying claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an electronic circuit for
charging and heating primary and secondary batteries;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a first cycle of a charging
mode;
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FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a second cycle of a charging
mode;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a first cycle of a self-heating
mode;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a second cycle of a self-
heating mode;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a first cycle of a power
exchange-heating mode;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a second cycle of a power
exchange-heating mode;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a third cycle of a power
exchange-heating mode;

FIG. 9 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a fourth cycle of a power
exchange-heating mode; and

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit in
FIG. 1 configured to operate in a direct power transfer mode.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

1. Multi-Mode Converter Circuit

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an electronic circuit 100
for charging and heating a primary battery 110 and a second-
ary battery 120. The electronic circuit 100 may be switched to
operate in different modes configured to perform the various
configured charging and self-heating functions. The elec-
tronic circuit 100 in FIG. 1 includes three mode control
switches SW1, SW2, SW3, four transistor switches Q1, Q2,
Q3, and Q4, an inductor L, and four diodes D1, D2, D3, and
D4. The four diodes D1, D2, D3, and D4 are connected across
the outputs of corresponding transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, and Q4.
Thediodes D1, D2, D3, and D4 are connected so as to provide
a current path in the direction opposite of the transistors’. For
example, the cathode 130 of diode D1 is connected to the
collector of transistor Q1, and the anode 132 of diode D1 is
connected to the emitter of transistor Q1. When the transistor
Q1 is switched ‘ON;” current flows through the transistor.
When the transistor Q1 is switched ‘OFE;” a current path is
provided through diode D1 if the voltage across the transistor
Q1 is reversed. As shown in FIG. 1, the transistors Q1, Q2,
Q3, and Q4, and diodes D1, D2, D3, and D4 are connected to
form four switch and diode pairs. The first transistor Q1 is
connected to diode D1 to form a first switch and diode pair
140. The second transistor Q2 is connected to diode D2 to
form a second switch and diode pair 142. The third transistor
Q3 is connected to diode D3 to form a third switch and diode
pair 144. The fourth transistor Q4 is connected to diode D4 to
form a fourth switch and diode pair 146.

The electronic circuit 100 is configured with the first
switch and diode pair 140 and the second switch and diode
pair 142 stacked vertically. In this stacked configuration, the
emitter of the first transistor Q1 is connected to the collector
of the second transistor Q2. The third switch and diode pair
144 and the fourth switch and diode pair 146 are similarly
stacked. The inductor L is connected to a first node 150
between the emitter of transistor Q1 and the collector of
transistor Q2, and to a second node 152 between the emitter of
transistor Q3 and the collector of transistor Q4.

The collector of the transistor (Q1) in the top switch and
diode pair 140 of the first stacked switch and diode pairs 140,
142 connects to a third node 154, which is connected to one
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terminal of the first switch SW1 and one terminal of the
second switch SW2. The other terminal of the first switch
SW1 is connected to the positive terminal of the primary
battery 110. The collector of the transistor (Q3) in the top
switch and diode pair 144 of the second stacked switch and
diode pairs 144, 146 connects to a fourth node 156, which is
connected to the other terminal of the second switch SW2 and
one terminal of the third switch SW3. The other terminal of
the third switch SW3 is connected to the positive terminal of
the secondary battery 120. The emitters of the transistors (Q2
and Q4) of the bottom switch and diode pairs 142, 146 are
connected to the negative terminals of both the primary and
secondary batteries 110, 120.

The state of the mode control switches SW1, SW2, SW3
determines in which mode, or which functions, the system is
performing. If all three mode control switches SW1, SW2,
SW3 are switched ‘ON;,’ the primary battery 110 is connected
to the secondary battery 120, which implements a direct
power transfer mode as discussed in more detail below. By
selectively closing the mode control switches SW1, SW2,
SW3, different modes performing different functions are per-
formed. Examples of four modes and the states of the mode
control switches SW1, SW2, SW3 for each mode are listed
below in Table 1.

TABLE 1
Mode SW1 SW2 SW3
Charging mode Closed Open Closed
Self-heating Open Closed Closed
mode
Power Closed Open Closed
Exchange-
Heating Mode
Direct power Closed Closed Closed
transfer
Batteries in Open Don’t Open
Operation Care

In addition to the state of the mode control switches SW1,
SW2, SW3, the states of the transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 in the
switch and diode pairs 140, 142, 144,146 are also switched to
control operation of the modes. The modes listed in Table 1
may operate in cycles, which are dependent on the states of
the transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4. The cycles allow the elec-
tronic circuit 100 to switch from one function to another as
described below with reference to FIGS. 2-10. The transition
from one cycle to another may be performed by applying a
control signal to each of the transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 in the
switch and diode pairs 140, 142, 144, 146. As shown in FIG.
1, a first control signal CTL1 is applied to the base of transis-
tor Q1 in the first switch and diode pair 140 to control the state
of'the first switch and diode pair 140. A second control signal
CTL2 is applied to the base of transistor Q2 in the second
switch and diode pair 142 to control the state of the second
switch and diode pair 142. A third control signal CTL3 is
applied to the base of transistor Q3 in the third switch and
diode pair 144 to control the state of the third switch and diode
pair 144. A fourth control signal CTL4 is applied to the base
of transistor Q4 in the fourth switch and diode pair 146 to
control the state of the fourth switch and diode pair 146.

The control signals CTL.1, CTL2, CTL3,and CTL4 may be
applied by any suitable controller. The controller may be
processor controlled or generated from a pre-programmed
hardwired signal generator configured to generate control
signals in an appropriate pattern. The control signals CTL1,
CTL2, CTL3, and CTL4 may be configured by adjusting the
duty cycle and frequency of each signal to switch the corre-
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sponding transistors according to the function performed in
the specific modes of operation.

The inductor I may be any suitable inductor. As described
in more detail below with reference to FIGS. 2-9, the inductor
L provides charge to either the primary or secondary battery
for purposes of either charging or heating the batteries in
accordance with the operation of the modes. The inductor L.
receives the charge from one of the batteries when either
transistor pair Q1 and Q4, or transistor pair Q2 and Q3 is
switched to the ‘ON’ state. The inductor L. provides stored
charge to either battery via either diodes D1 and D4 or diodes
D2 and D3 when the corresponding transistor pair Q1 and Q4
or transistor pair Q2 and Q3 is turned ‘OFF.” The inductance
value of the inductor [. and the type of inductor selected
depends upon the amount of charge it will be required to store,
power losses in the inductor L, and any physical size limita-
tions. As an example, for a secondary 24V NiMH battery with
current capacity of 3.3 AH, the inductance value of inductor L.
may vary from 100 pH to several mH.

Itis to be understood by those of ordinary skill in the art that
the transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 may be any suitable electronic
switch; the ‘transistor’ being referenced herein solely as an
example. The transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 may be any suitable
power transistor. A bipolar transistor (BJT) is referenced here
as an example having a collector, emitter and base. The tran-
sistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 may also include field effect transis-
tors (FET), which have a gate, a drain and a source. The
transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4 may be discrete transistors, or
provided in integrated circuit packages. The transistors Q1,
Q2,Q3, Q4 may be provided on an integrated circuit with the
diodes D1, D2, D3, D4. Other electronic switches may also be
used in place of the transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4, including any
suitable electronic switch that may be connected as shown
with a fly-back diode and is capable of switching sufficiently
fast as well as able to handle the current delivered by the
primary battery 110 and secondary battery 120.

The diodes D1, D2, D3, D4 may be any suitable diode. As
described with reference to the transistors Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4,
the diodes should be able to conduct the current delivered by
the primary battery 110 and the secondary battery 120.

The mode control switches SW1, SW2, SW3 may be
implemented with any suitable switch. The mode control
switches SW1, SW2, SW3 may be mechanical switches
mounted in a user-accessible area to allow the user to set the
mode in which the electronic circuit 100 is to function. The
mode control switches SW1, SW2, SW3 may also be elec-
tronic switches controlled by a processor-controlled control-
ler to switch between modes automatically to adjust to field
conditions.

It is noted that the terms “primary battery,” “secondary
battery,” “system battery,” and “sub-system battery” are used
herein to provide examples for illustration purposes without
limiting the invention to any particular application. The
example electronic circuit 100 in FIG. 1 is symmetrical allow-
ing the functions described herein to operate in either direc-
tion. For example, the charging mode described below allows
the primary battery 110 (the battery on the left) to charge the
secondary battery 120 (the battery on the right). However, the
charging mode may be implemented in the opposite direction
so that the secondary battery 120 charges the primary battery
110 by setting the mode control switches SW1, SW2, SW3 to
the appropriate states and coupling the control signals to cycle
the switch and diode pairs 140, 142, 144, 146 correctly.

Each operating mode listed in Table 1 is described in fur-
ther detail below.
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II. Charging Mode

The charging mode configures the electronic circuit 100 to
charge the secondary battery 120 using charge from the pri-
mary battery 110 via the inductor L. The charging mode may
be set, either by a user or by an automated process, when
mode control switches SW1 and SW3 are closed and mode
control switch SW2 is open. The charging mode operates in
two cycles. The cycles are controlled by switching the states
of'the first transistor Q1 and the fourth transistor Q4. FIG. 2 is
a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit 100 configured
to operate in a first cycle of a charging mode. FIG. 3 is a
schematic diagram of the electronic circuit 100 configured to
operate in a second cycle of a charging mode.

Referring to FIG. 2, the first cycle is performed by switch-
ing the transistors Q1 and Q4 to the ON state. The transistors
Q1 and Q4 provide a first cycle current path 200 for the
current i, generated by the primary battery 110. The firstcycle
current path 200 allows the current i, to flow through the
transistor Q1, through the inductor L. and through the transis-
tor Q4 to return to the primary battery 110. During the first
cycle, the inductor L is provided with charge from the primary
battery 110. The inductor L. has an inductance and construc-
tion that allows the inductor L to hold sufficient charge, and a
sufficient rate of energy transfer to effectively charge the
secondary battery 120 over an acceptable period of time. The
first cycle is maintained according to the frequency and duty
cycle of the signal at transistors Q1 and Q4, which are deter-
mined to be sufficiently long to allow the inductor L to
become sufficiently charged.

The second cycle is entered by turning off the transistors
Q1 and Q4 as shown in FIG. 3. Turning off transistors Q1 and
Q4 allows the inductor L. to become a current source that
generates a current i, flowing through a second cycle current
path 300. The current i, flows through diode D3 (since tran-
sistor Q3 is off), through mode control switch SW3, to the
secondary battery 120. The return path to the inductor L flows
through diode D2 back to the inductor L. When the inductor
L has become suitably discharged, the transistors Q1 and Q4
may be switched back to the ‘ON” state to permit re-charging
of the inductor L.

The charging mode continues by cycling between the first
cycle shown in FIG. 2 and the second cycle as shown in FIG.
3. The switching between the first and second cycles may be
controlled by a processor (not shown) via control signals
CTL1 and CTL3 (in FIG. 1) until the secondary battery 120 is
suitably charged.

II1. Self-Heating Mode

Batteries may be heated by alternative current flow
between the inductor . and secondary battery 120, the sec-
ondary battery is charged and discharged, thereby warming
the internal structure of the battery and lowering the imped-
ance. Due this action, the battery maintains a sufficiently high
temperature level to perform in an otherwise unsuitably low
temperature environment. The electronic circuit 100 may
provide heating functions in one of two modes. The first of the
two heating modes, shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, operates by
allowing the secondary battery 120 to enter into a self-heating
mode. The secondary battery 120 self-heating mode may be
selected by a user, or by an automated process, by setting
mode control switches SW2 and SW3 to the closed position,
and leaving mode control switch SW1 in the open position.
The self-heating mode operates in two cycles as shown in
FIGS. 4 and 5. FIG. 4 is a schematic of the electronic circuit
100 configured to operate in a first cycle of a self-heating
mode. FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit
in FIG. 1 configured to operate in a second cycle of a self-
heating mode.



US 8,452,490 B2

7

Referring to FIG. 4, the transistors Q2 and Q3 are turned
“ON” to perform the first cycle of the self-heating mode. In
the self-heating mode, the secondary battery 120 generates a
current i;, which flows through a first cycle current path 400.
The first cycle current path 400 allows the current i; to flow
through the transistor Q3 (which is ON), through the inductor
L, and to return to the secondary battery 120 through transis-
tor Q2. During the first cycle, the inductor L. is provided with
charge from the secondary battery 120. The first cycle is
maintained according to the frequency and duty cycle of the
signal at transistors Q2 and Q3, which are determined to be
sufficiently long to allow the inductor L to become suffi-
ciently charged for purposes of self-heating.

The second cycle is entered by turning off the transistors
Q2 and Q3 as shown in FIG. 5. Turning off transistors Q2 and
Q3 allows the inductor L. to become a current source that
generates a current i, flowing through a second cycle current
path 500. The current i, flows through diode D1, through
mode control switches SW2 and SW3, to the secondary bat-
tery 120. The return path to the inductor L flows through
diode D4 back to the inductor L. When the inductor L has
become suitably discharged according to the self-heating
function, the transistors Q2 and Q3 may be switched back to
the ‘ON” state to permit re-charging of the inductor L.

The self-heating mode continues by cycling between the
first cycle shown in FIG. 4 and the second cycle as shown in
FIG. 5. The switching between the first and second cycles
may be controlled by a processor (not shown) via control
signals CTL1 and CTL3 (in FIG. 1) until the heating of the
secondary battery 120 is no longer needed or desired, which
may be indicated by the settings of the mode control switches
SW1, SW2, SW3.

IV. Power Exchange-Heating Mode

The power exchange-heating mode performed by the elec-
tronic circuit 100 operates by performing a power exchange
with the primary battery 110 and secondary battery 120. The
power exchange-heating mode is started when the mode con-
trol switches SW1 and SW3 are set to the closed position and
the mode control switch SW2 is set to the open position. The
power exchange-heating mode is performed in four cycles
illustrated in FIGS. 6, 7, 8 and 9. FIG. 6 shows the electronic
circuit 100 configured to operate in a first cycle of the power
exchange-heating mode. FIG. 7 shows the electronic circuit
100 configured to operate in a second cycle of the power
exchange-heating mode. FIG. 8 shows the electronic circuit
100 configured to operate in a third cycle of the power
exchange-heating mode. FIG. 9 shows the electronic circuit
100 configured to operate in a fourth cycle of the power
exchange-heating mode. The sequencing of all four cycles of
the power exchange-heating mode contributes to the heating
of the primary and secondary batteries. The amount of heat
generated depends on the batteries’ amp-hour rating, the
amount of power exchanged via the inductor L, the duration
of operation in the power exchange-heating mode, the current
state of the batteries and ambient temperature.

Referring to FIG. 6, the first cycle is performed by switch-
ing the transistors Q1 and Q4 to the ON state. The transistors
Q1 and Q4 provide a first cycle current path 600 for the
current i5 generated by the primary battery 110. The first cycle
current path 600 allows the current is to flow through the
transistor Q1, through the inductor L. and through the transis-
tor Q4 to return to the primary battery 110. During the first
cycle, the inductor L is provided with charge from the primary
battery 110. The first cycle is maintained according to the
frequency and duty cycle of the signal at transistors Q1 and
Q4, which are determined to be sufficiently long to allow the
inductor L to become sufficiently charged.
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The second cycle is entered by turning off the transistors
Q1 and Q4 as shown in FIG. 7. Turning off transistors Q1 and
Q4 allows the inductor L. to become a current source that
generates a current i flowing through a second cycle current
path 700. The current iy flows through diode D3, through
mode control switch SW3, to the secondary battery 120. The
return path to the inductor L flows through diode D2 back to
the inductor L. When the inductor L. has become suitably
discharged, the transistors Q2 and Q3 may be switched to the
‘ON’ state to permit re-charging of the inductor L in the third
cycle of the power exchange-heating mode.

The third cycle is entered by turning transistors Q2 and Q3
to the ‘ON” state after the second cycle as shown in FIG. 8. In
the power exchange-heating mode, the secondary battery 120
generates a current i,, which flows through a third cycle
current path 800. The third cycle current path 800 allows the
current i, to flow through the transistor Q3 (which is ON),
through the inductor L, and to return to the secondary battery
120 through transistor Q2. During the third cycle, the inductor
L is provided with charge from the secondary battery 120.
The third cycle is maintained according to the frequency and
duty cycle of the signal at transistors Q2 and Q3, which are
determined to be sufficiently long to allow the inductor L to
become sufficiently charged.

The fourth cycle is entered by turning off the transistors Q2
and Q3 as shown in FI1G. 9. Turning off transistors Q2 and Q3
allows the inductor L to become a current source that gener-
ates a current iy flowing through a fourth cycle current path
900. The current ig flows through diode D1, through mode
control switch SW1, to the primary battery 110. The return
path to the inductor L. flows through diode D4 back to the
inductor L. When the inductor L. has become suitably dis-
charged, the transistors Q2 and Q3 may be switched back to
the ‘ON’ state to permit re-charging of the inductor L in the
first cycle.

The power exchange-heating mode continues by cycling
through the four cycles shown in FIGS. 6-9. The switching
between the four cycles may be controlled by a processor (not
shown)via control signals CTL.1, CTL2, CTL3 and CTL 4 (in
FIG. 1) until the heating of the primary battery 110 and the
secondary battery 120 is no longer needed or desired, which
may beindicated by the settings of the mode control switches
SW1, SW2, SW3.

V. Direct Power Transfer Mode

FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of the electronic circuit 100
configured to operate in a direct power transfer mode. The
mode control switches SW1, SW2, SW3 are all set to the
closed position to provide a current path 1000 for the current
i,. The direct power transfer mode shown in FIG. 10 is a mode
that allows the primary battery 110 to directly charge the
secondary battery 120, the secondary battery 120 to directly
charge the primary battery 110, or increase the supply current
available to the primary system or sub-system.

The foregoing description of implementations has been
presented for purposes of illustration and description. It is not
exhaustive and does not limit the claimed inventions to the
precise form disclosed. Modifications and variations are pos-
sible in light of the above description or may be acquired from
practicing the invention. The claims and their equivalents
define the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:
1. An electronic circuit coupled between two batteries, the
electronic circuit comprising:
a plurality of mode control switches configured to set the
electronic circuit to operate in one of a plurality of charg-
ing and heating modes;
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aplurality of switch and diode pairs, each switch and diode
pair including a diode connected across an output of an
electronic switch, the electronic switch having a trigger
connected to a control signal;

an inductor connected to the plurality of switch and diode
pairs;

the plurality of mode control switches includes three mode
control switches, wherein one mode control switch is
connected to a terminal of one battery, another mode
control switch is connected to a terminal of the other
battery, and the third mode control switch is connected
to each switch connected to each of the batteries;

the plurality of switch and diode pairs includes a first
stacked switch and diode pair having a first node
between two switch and diode pairs in the first stack, a
second stacked switch and diode pairs having a second
node between the switch and diode pairs in the second
stack;

the inductor is coupled to the first and second nodes;

a top switch and diode pair of the first stacked switch and
diode pairs is coupled to a third node between the first
and second mode control switches;

a top switch and diode pair of the second stacked switch
and diode pairs is coupled to a fourth node between the
second and third mode control switches;

a bottom switch and diode pair of the two stacked switch
and diode pairs are coupled to the other terminal of the
two batteries; and

the electronic circuit configured to operate in the plurality
of charging and heating modes according to the states of
the mode control switches and the control signals
applied to the switch and diode pairs, where the switch
and diode pairs are triggered on and off to either charge
the inductor or operate the inductor as a current source
for charging and heating the batteries in accordance with
the charging and heating modes.

2. An electronic circuit coupled between two batteries, the

electronic circuit comprising:

a plurality of mode control switches configured to set the
electronic circuit to operate in one of a plurality of charg-
ing and heating modes;

aplurality of switch and diode pairs, each switch and diode
pair including a diode connected across an output of an
electronic switch, the electronic switch having a trigger
connected to a control signal; and

an inductor connected to the plurality of switch and diode
pairs;

the electronic circuit configured to operate in the plurality
of charging and heating modes according to the states of
the mode control switches and the control signals
applied to the switch and diode pairs, where the switch
and diode pairs are triggered on and off to either charge
the inductor or operate the inductor as a current source
for charging and heating the batteries in accordance with
the charging and heating modes; and

where the plurality of mode control switches includes at
least three mode control switches, wherein one mode
control switch is connected to one battery, another mode
control switch is connected to the other battery, and a
third mode control switch is connected to each switch
connected to each of the batteries and where the mode
control switches and the switch and diode pairs are
switched to operate in any one of the following four
modes:

a charging mode configured to transfer charge from one
battery to the other battery via the inductor;
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a first heating mode configured to provide self-heating of
one of the batteries;

a second heating mode configured to provide heating of
both batteries via the inductor; and

a direct power transfer mode configured to provide direct
charging of one of the batteries via the other battery.

3. The electronic circuit of claim 2, where the switch and
diode pairs include electronic switches selected from a group
consisting of transistors, bipolar junction transistors, field
effect transistors, integrated circuits, power transistors.

4. The electronic circuit of claim 2 where the mode control
switches include switches selected from a group consisting of
transistors, bipolar junction transistors, field effect transis-
tors, silicon-controlled rectifiers, integrated circuits, power
transistors, mechanical switches, throw switches, push-but-
tons, dial switches, rotary switches, electromechanical
switches, relays, contactors, solenoids.

5. The electronic circuit of claim 2 configured to operate in
a vehicle where one battery is the main vehicle battery, and
the other belongs to a vehicle sub-system.

6. The electronic circuit of claim 2 configured to operate in
a vehicle where both batteries operate in different vehicle
sub-systems.

7. A battery-operated sub-system configured to operateina
battery-operated system, the battery-operated system pow-
ered by a primary battery and the battery-operated sub-sys-
tem powered by a secondary battery, the battery-operated
sub-system comprising:

a controller configured to generate a plurality of control

signals; and

an electronic circuit connected to the primary battery and
to the secondary battery, the electronic circuit having:
aplurality of mode control switches configured to set the

electronic circuit to operate in one of a plurality of
charging and heating modes;

a plurality of switch and diode pairs, each switch and
diode pair including a diode connected across an out-
putof an electronic switch, the electronic switch in the
plurality of switch and diode pairs having a trigger
connected to one of the plurality of control signals;
and

an inductor connected to the plurality of switch and diode
pairs;

the plurality of mode control switches includes three mode
control switches, wherein one mode control switch is
connected to a terminal of one battery, another mode
control switch is connected to a terminal of the other
battery, and the third mode control switch is connected
to each switch connected to each of the batteries;

the plurality of switch and diode pairs includes a first
stacked switch and diode pair having a first node
between two switch and diode pairs in the first stack, a
second stacked switch and diode pairs having a second
node between the switch and diode pairs in the second
stack;

the inductor is coupled to the first and second nodes;

a top switch and diode pair of the first stacked switch and
diode pairs is coupled to a third node between the first
and second switches;

a top switch and diode pair of the second stacked switch
and diode pairs is coupled to a fourth node between the
second and third switches;

a bottom switch and diode pairs of the two stacked switch
and diode pairs are coupled to the other terminal of the
two batteries; and

the electronic circuit configured to operate in the plurality
of charging and heating modes according to the states of
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the mode control switches and the control signals
applied to the switch and diode pairs, where the switch
and diode pairs are triggered on and off to either charge
the inductor or operate the inductor as a current source
for charging and heating the batteries in accordance with
the charging and heating modes.

8. A battery-operated sub-system configured to operatein a
battery-operated system, the battery operated system pow-
ered by a primary battery and the battery-operated sub-sys-
tem powered by a secondary battery, the battery-operated
sub-system comprising:

a controller configured to generate a plurality of control

signals; and

an electronic circuit connected to the primary battery and
to the secondary battery, the electronic circuit haying:

a plurality of mode control switches configured to set the
electronic circuit to operate in one of a plurality of charg-
ing and heating modes;

aplurality of switch and diode pairs, each switch and diode
pair including a diode connected across an output of an
electronic switch, the electronic switch in the plurality of
switch and diode pairs having a trigger connected to one
of' the plurality of control signals; and

an inductor connected to the plurality of switch and diode
pairs;

the electronic circuit configured to operate in the plurality
of charging and heating modes according to the states of
the mode control switches and the control signals
applied to the switch and diode pairs, where the switch
and diode pairs are triggered on and off to either charge
the inductor or operate the inductor as a current source
for charging and heating the batteries in accordance with
the charging and heating modes; and

where the plurality of mode control switches includes at
least three mode control switches, where one mode con-
trol switch is connected to the primary battery, another
mode control switch is connected to the secondary bat-
tery, and a third mode control switch is connected to
each switch connected to each of the batteries and where
the mode control switches and the switch and diode pairs
are switched to operate in any one of the following four
modes:

a charging mode configured to charge the secondary bat-
tery via the inductor;

a first heating mode configured to provide self-heating of
the secondary battery;

a second heating mode configured to provide heating of
both the primary and secondary battery via the inductor;
and

a direct power transfer mode configured to provide direct
charging of the secondary battery via the primary bat-
tery.

9. The battery-operated sub-system of claim 8 where the
switch and diode pairs include electronic switches selected
from a group consisting of transistors, bipolar junction tran-
sistors, field effect transistors, integrated circuits, power tran-
sistors.

10. The battery-operated sub-system of claim 8 where the
mode control switches include switches selected from a
group consisting of transistors, bipolar junction transistors,
field effect transistors, silicon-controlled rectifiers, integrated
circuits, power transistors, mechanical switches, throw
switches, push-buttons, dial switches, rotary switches, elec-
tromechanical switches, relays, contactors, solenoids.

11. The battery-operated sub-system of claim 8 where the
battery-operated system is a vehicle and the primary battery is
a vehicle battery.
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12. The battery-operated sub-system of claim 8 configured

to control a door on a military vehicle.

13. A method for charging and heating at least one battery
in a system having two batteries, the method comprising:

switching mode control switches of an electronic circuit to
one of a plurality of charging and heating modes;

configuring a plurality of switch and diode pairs to alter-
nately charge and discharge an inductor to provide
charge to one or both of the batteries to either charge or
heat the batteries in accordance with the selected charg-
ing and heating mode;

coupling a plurality of control signals to the plurality of
switch and diode pairs to cycle the charging and dis-
charging, of the inductor in accordance with the selected
charging, and heating mode; and

where the step of coupling the plurality of control signals
cycles the charging and discharging by:

setting the mode control switches and the plurality of
switch and diode pairs of the electronic circuit to a first
cycle by:
connecting a first one of the batteries to the inductor; and
disconnecting a second one of the batteries from the

inductor;

charging the inductor with the first battery in the first cycle;

setting the mode control switches and the plurality of
switch and diode pairs of the electronic circuit to a
second cycle by:

disconnecting the first battery from the inductor; and
connecting the second battery to the inductor to generate
a current flow from the inductor to the second battery;
charging the second battery with the inductor in the second
cycle.
14. A method for charging and heating at least one battery
in a system haying two batteries, the method comprising:
switching mode control switches of an electronic circuit to
one of a plurality of charging, and heating modes;

configuring a plurality of switch and diode pairs to alter-
nately charge and discharge an inductor to provide
charge to one or both of the batteries to either charge or
heat the batteries in accordance with the selected charg-
ing and heating mode;

coupling a plurality of control signals to the plurality of
switch and diode pairs to cycle the charging and dis-
charging of the inductor in accordance with the selected
charging and heating mode; and

where the step of coupling the plurality of control signals
cycles the charging and discharging by:
setting the mode control switches and the plurality of
switch and diode pairs of the electronic circuit to a first
cycle by:
disconnecting a first one of the batteries from the induc-
tor;
connecting a second one of the batteries to the inductor
to generate a current flow through the inductor;

charging the inductor with the second battery and heating
the second battery in the first cycle;

setting the mode control switches and the plurality of
switch and diode pairs of the electronic circuit to a
second cycle by connecting the inductor to the second
battery to generate a current flow from the inductor to the
second battery to heat the second battery with the charge
in the inductor.
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15. A method for charging and heating at least one battery
in a system having two batteries, the method comprising:
switching an electronic circuit to one of a plurality of
charging and heating modes;
configuring a plurality of switch and diode pairs to alter-
nately charge and discharge an inductor to provide
charge to one or both of the batteries to either charge or
heat the batteries in accordance with the selected charg-
ing and heating mode; and
coupling a plurality of control signals to the plurality of
switch and diode pairs to cycle the charging and dis-
charging of the inductor in accordance with the selected
charging and heating mode by:
setting the electronic circuit to a first cycle by:
connecting a first one of the batteries to the inductor; and
disconnecting a second one of the batteries from the
inductor;
charging the inductor with the first battery and heating the
first battery in the first cycle;
setting the electronic circuit to a second cycle by:
disconnecting the first battery from the inductor; and
connecting the second battery to the inductor to generate
a current flow from the inductor to the second battery
to heat the second battery with the charge in the induc-
tor;
setting the electronic circuit to a third cycle by connecting
the second battery to the inductor to generate a current
flow from the second battery to the inductor to charge the

14

inductor and to heat the second battery using the second
battery;
setting the electronic circuit to a fourth cycle by:
connecting the first battery to the inductor to generate a
current flow from the inductor to the first battery to
heat the first battery; and
disconnecting the second battery from the inductor.
16. A method for charging and heating at least one battery

in a system having two batteries, the method comprising:

switching mode control switches of an electronic circuit to
one of a plurality of charging and heating modes;
configuring a plurality of switch and diode pairs to alter-
nately charge and discharge an inductor to provide
charge to one or both of the batteries to either charge or
heat the batteries in accordance with the selected charg-
ing and heating mode;
coupling a plurality of control signals to the plurality of
switch and diode pairs to cycle the charging and dis-
charging of the inductor in accordance with the selected
charging and heating mode; and
setting the mode control switches and the plurality of
switch and diode pairs of the electronic circuit to directly
transfer power from one battery to the other by:
closing the mode control switches to connect the batter-
ies to one another; and
switching the switch and diode pairs to an OFF position
to allow charge to flow from one battery to the other
via the mode control switches thereby increasing the
supply current in the battery receiving the charge and
heating both batteries.

#* #* #* #* #*
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